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Ray Of Hope 

Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
“My House shall be a house of prayer for All People.” 

(Isaiah 56:7) 

Founded: 10/31/1983. Now in our Thirty-sixth year of Ministry. 
MISSION: Love God, Love your neighbor,   

make disciples of every person everywhere.   
(Matthew 22:37-39; Matthew 28:19) 
“This is the time we need to shine.”  

“We are standing in Faith and Expecting Victory.”   
Veronica Floyd, Moderator 

Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, O.S.B, Appointed Pastor 

A very special welcome to our visitors.    
You are as welcome here as Jesus Christ Himself.   

Scripture exhorts us: “Welcome one another, then, as Christ     
welcomed you, for the glory of God” Romans 15:7 (NABRE – 2011) 

 

Guests are invited to participate in all parts of the worship service as you feel com-

fortable.  We are building a wonderful Christ-centered Community here, and we invite 

you to share in our joy!  After the Worship  Service, please join us for a time of re-

freshments and sharing. 

August 11, 2019 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Year C  
Ray Of Hope Church teaches the same Christian faith of ancient 

ecumenical consensus.   St. Vincent of Lerins, a fifth century monk 
and theologian, described it as 

“what has been believed always, everywhere, and by all.” 

Scripture Readings for this worship event:   

 

First Reading: Wisdom 18:6-9 not in the pew NRSV  

Psalm: responsorial 33 selected verses found in this 
bulletin 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2; 8-19 NRSV 2nd Test. 

pg. 225 

 
We suggest you find these Scripture readings in your Bible 
and place a marker in them before the Worship begins.  The 
readings are also printed in this bulletin for your conven-
ience.)  
*We use the term 1st for the “Old” Testament and 2nd for the 
“New” Testament.  The NRSV Bible 1st Testament numbers are 
found in the front portion of the Bible and the 2nd Testament 
numbers are found in the later portion.  If this confuses you just 
ask someone around you to assist you.  Thank you.   
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First Reading: Wisdom 18:6-9 not in the pew NRSV  
6 The night of the Passover was made known beforehand to 

our ancestors, so that they might rejoice in sure knowledge of 

the oaths in which they trusted. 
7 The deliverance of the righteous and the destruction of their 

enemies were expected by your people. 
8 For by the same means by which you punished our enemies 

you called us to yourself and glorified us. 
9 For in secret the holy children of good people offered sacrific-

es, and with one accord agreed to the divine law, so that the 

saints would share alike the same things, both blessings and 

dangers; and already they were singing the praises of the an-

cestors. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 33 various selected verses 

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen forever. 

Exult, you just, in the LORD; 

praise from the upright is fitting. 

Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD, 

the people chosen for God’s own inheritance. 

 

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen forever. 

See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who reverence 

God,  upon those who hope for God’s kindness, 

To deliver them from death 

and preserve them in spite of famine. 

 

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen forever. 

Our soul is waiting for the LORD, 

who is our help and our shield. 

Our hearts find joy in the Lord. 

We trust in God’s holy Name. 

May your love, be upon us, O LORD, 

as we place all our hope in you. 

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen forever. 
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 Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2; 8-19 NRSV 2nd Test. pg. 

225 

11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic-

tion of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors re-

ceived approval. 

The Faith of Abraham 
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a 

place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, 

not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a time 

in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in 

tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 

same promise. 10 For he looked forward to the city that has 

foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith he 

received power of procreation, even though he was too old—

and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him 

faithful who had promised.  12 Therefore from one person, and 

this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many 

as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand 

by the seashore.” 
13 All of these died in faith without having received the promis-

es, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They con-

fessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 
14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are 

seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land 

that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to 

return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 

heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 

God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
17 By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He 

who had received the promises was ready to offer up his only 

son, 18 of whom he had been told, “It is through Isaac that de-

scendants shall be named for you.” 19 He considered the fact 

that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—and 

figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.  

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel: Luke 12:32-48 NRSV 2ND Testament Pg. 75 
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
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pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and 

give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 

unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 

moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart 

be also. 

Watchful Slaves 
35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like 

those who are waiting for their master to return from the wed-

ding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon 

as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom 

the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 

fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come 

and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night, 

or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what 

hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 

broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour.” 

The Faithful or the Unfaithful Slave 
41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for 

everyone?” 42 And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and 

prudent manager whom his master will put in charge of his 

slaves, to give them their allowance of food at the proper time? 

43 Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when 

he arrives. 44 Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all 

his possessions. 45 But if that slave says to himself, ‘My master 

is delayed in coming,’ and if he begins to beat the other slaves, 

men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46 the 

master of that slave will come on a day when he does not ex-

pect him and at an hour that he does not know, and will cut him 

in pieces, and put him with the unfaithful. 47 That slave who 

knew what his master wanted, but did not prepare himself or do 

what was wanted, will receive a severe beating. 48 But the one 

who did not know and did what deserved a beating will receive 

a light beating. From everyone to whom much has been given, 

much will be required; and from the one to whom much has 

been entrusted, even more will be demanded. 

 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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==============================================  

Sermon: Pastor Br. Shawn F. Benedict 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and God’s grace toward 

me has not been in vain. 1 Cor 5:10 

 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:7)  This is all 

God’s fault, God’s design, God’s doing from start to end.  God 

started this rainbow parade, God is sustaining it, and God will 

bring all of God’s promises to completion at the end of this 

rainbow event.  I am always amazed, awakened, aware, and 

kept in awe. The Body of Christ is the Church of Potential and 

Possibility.  Attract, never attack. Always witness to and show 

the power of participation in Christ ever-present among us. 

=============================================== 

1 Timothy 6:6—10 
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with content-

ment; 7 for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can 

take nothing out of it; 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be 

content with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation 

and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge 

people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of 

all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wan-

dered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 

 

Clement of Alexandria (150—215) Adumbrationes in epistolas 

canonicas  (Letters outlining what is canonical)  “Luke is recog-

nized as the pen that wrote the Acts of the Apostles and as the 

translator of the letter of Paul to the Hebrews.” Date of writing 

c. 68 A.D..  So the early church recognized Paul as the author 

of the book of Hebrews. 

 

Hebrews says 11:13 “13 All of these died in faith without having re-

ceived the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted 

them.”  Heb. 11:17—19 17 By faith Abraham, when put to the test, 

offered up Isaac. He who had received the promises was ready to 

offer up his only son, 18 of  whom he had been told, “It is through 

Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.”    

 

Question for us today:  Have the people of Israel received the king-

dom since 68 A.D.??? Is it future OR has the Gentile Church re-

placed Israel as is clearly seen by this 1854 quotation in the Roman 

Church? 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Bible Enrichment Session Tuesday August 6  6:30 PM The study of First 
and Second Samuel.  How did God bring David to the throne?  You might be 
very surprised to learn how God used the love between Prince Jonathan and 
shepherd boy David to bring a previously anointed and chosen David to be 
King of Israel and to inherit a throne to be established forever.  We are in this 
story!  Come and see for yourself. For more information Click Here. 
 
Thursday August 8 SOCIAL GROUP 6:30 to 8:00pm Come to our movie, 
munchie, and mingle meeting LGBTQISA++ Social Group Thursday.  The 
movie this week is “Capote.” For more information CLICK HERE. 
 

The Nominating Committee closes today 8/11.  Please tell us if you are 

interested in serving on the Council. 

August Council Meeting -  Friday August 16 at 2:00 PM 

Special Opportunities for Giving to Ray Of Hope Church 
Candles: We use two candles per week in the chapel.   They 
cost $3.50 each, = $7.00 per week. We also burn 15 hour votive 
candles at the place of consecration on our Communion Table / 
Altar.  $7.00 2 main candles, $4.00— votive candles at the place 
of consecration.  Consider donating one or more weeks in memory 
of someone, in dedication, thanksgiving or for a private intention.  
The dedication will be printed in the bulletin and placed over at 
the kneelers.  Please bring your donation to Br. Benedict, who will 
help you put together your intention/dedication and will forward 
your donation to the treasurer. 

Pope Pius IX, Singulari Quadaum, Dec. 9, 1854: “Since we, from this 

citadel of religion, see forms of error which are being spread abroad 

throughout the Catholic world … It has seemed opportune to point 

them out to you so that you, venerable brethren who are set up as the 

guards and the watchers of the House of Israel, may use your 

strength to work against them.” (CFN 8/2016, pg.26) 

 

This is a perfect example of Replacement Theology.  Premillennial 

Theology anticipates a literal fulfillment of the Kingdom Promises still 

off in the future as promised.  We join the ranks of the Saints of He-

brews 13 and “from a distance” we see and we greet the promises of 

the Kingdom of Christ that will be on the Earth as it is in Heaven. 

“WELCOME ONE ANOTHER, THEN, AS CHRIST WELCOMED 

YOU FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.”         (Romans 15:7) 

“Be sure to welcome strangers into your home.  By doing this, some 

people have welcomed angels as guests, without even knowing 

it.” (Hebrews 13:2 CEV) 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS 

General Offering for the week of August 4, 2019 —  $500.00 

Attendance– 10. We give God thanks and praise for these gifts.  

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/BibleEnrichment.htm
https://www.meetup.com/Elmira-gay-lesbian-bisexual-trans-str8-social-group/events/263901909/?isFirstPublish=true
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Ray Of Hope Church Weekly Schedule 
Elmira Worship- Sunday 10:30 AM – 380 W. First St. Parson-
age/Monastery .  Join us live on SKYPE:  rayofhope26  is our con-
tact name.  Sign on by 10:15 AM. 
Syracuse Worship- looking for a host in Syracuse. For more 

information Click Here. 

Bible Enrichment- Tuesday 6:30-8 PM-380 W. First St. Parson-
age /Monastery. Or Join us live on SKYPE:  rayofhope26 is our 
contact name.  Sign on by 6:15 PM.  Click Here. 
** to call the Pastor:  Rev. Shawn Benedict: 607-280-0374* 

Visitors:  Please feel free to fill out the information slip below 

and place it in the collection plate.  Please indicate any special 

needs you may have.  All information will be used for church 

purposes only. 

Name:  _________________ 
Phone:__________________ 

Email Address:  ______________________ 

___I would like to be included on the church Email list. 

___I would like to schedule an appointment with the Pastor. 

Policy Concerning Minors at Events 

Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all youth 

and children to worship with us and participate in our activities. We 

endeavor to provide a safe and non-threatening environment for all 

children. To this end, we have a Policy Concerning Minors at 

Events, which is available from the Clerk upon request and is on our 

web site;  http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm. 

Please enjoy your visit with us, and we hope you will return. 

NOTE:  On June 15, 1996, as a part of the Ordination Ceremony 

and his profession of Benedictine Vows, Rev. Leo W. McDermott, II 

retired the use of his secular birth name and was given a new name 

in religion, Brother Shawn Francis Benedict. 

The Chapel is open daily from about 8:00 AM to 11:00 PM most 

days of the year.   When the door  is unlocked the public is welcome 

to come in and pray, read a book, meditate, read Scriptures, and 

enjoy the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  Visitors are invited 

to use the kneelers or sit in the chair or couch of their choice.  

Please maintain holy silence in the chapel. 

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Location.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/BibleEnrichment.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm
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Ray Of Hope Church Statement Of Purpose 

 

In the Spirit of God, and in the footsteps of Christ Jesus, we the Faith 
Community at Ray Of Hope Church commit to: 

 

• guide and welcome all people to the Free Gift of Salvation 
in Christ Jesus, with a God-ordained celebration of all sexual 
orientations, and gender expressions, with an open ministry 
to persons affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS, their fami-
lies and friends, 

 

• declare and openly assert the truth that same-sex 
relationships, founded and fostered in God-centered love, are 
holy and blessed, and in fact originate by the work of the Holy 
Spirit; and, that God equally uses blessed same-sex and het-
erosexual Holy Unions and Marriages to bring God’s own 
love and good news of “Salvation to all who believe” into the 
world, 

 

• uphold, proclaim, and teach the historic Biblical Christian  
Doctrine, build community through worship and prayer, break 
the bread, and live the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 

 

• change the world around us by living Gospel principles of 
social justice in everything we do, thereby exposing all forms 
of prejudice, oppression, racism, homophobia, sexism, and 
misogyny,  
 

• proclaim the ray of hope, which is the soon coming return  
of Christ Jesus, and the fullness of His Eternal Community 
where the Will of God will establish liberty, justice, equity, and 
peace for all God’s People and the universe. 

—————————————————————— 

Visit us on line: 

Our website: www.rayofhopechurch.com 
Our YouTube page: www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs 

————Scripture verses to share with others:——— 

 

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Titus 2:11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.. 
 

John 5:24 Those who hear my word and believe in God who sent me, have 
eternal life, will never come under judgment and have passed from death to 
life already. 
 

Romans 10:13  “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
       (repeated @ Joel 2:32;  Acts 2:21) “everyone, anyone who” asks.   
 “Lord” here refers to God principally as in the book of Joel that is being quot-
ed, so all persons who call on God shall be saved. 
 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 

(Isaiah 43:19 ESV) 
“Behold, I make all things new.”  (Revelation 21:5) 

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com
http://www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs

